THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM

Lesson 4: Review "The Heart" study (lesson #3)






I. The Old Testament Predictions of the Kingdom
A. Isaiah 2:1-4 

    1. A Chief Mountain will be established in the last days
    2. All nations will stream to it

    3. It will proceed from Jerusalem
B. Daniel 
    1. 2:44 -  An indestructible kingdom will be set up that will endure forever

    2.  7:18 -  The saints of God will possess the kingdom forever

-Isaiah spoke in terms of a Chief Mountain, Daniel, in terms of a Kingdom! 

II. New Testament Predictions of the Kingdom
A. John the Baptist:
    1. The kingdom is near (Matthew 3:1-2)

B. Jesus:
    1. The kingdom is near  (Matthew 4:17)

    2. Some of the apostles will not taste death before they see the kingdom come 

       (Mark 9:1)

    3. The kingdom will come with power (Mark 9:1)

    4. The kingdom is entered by the new birth (John 3:3-5)

    5. The kingdom is within you--it is not a physical empire (Luke 17:20-21)

    6. Peter (and the other apostles) given the keys to the kingdom (Matthew 16:18-19) 

        point: keys are used to open doors, in this case, the door to the Kingdom!
    7. He told the apostles to remain in Jerusalem until they were clothed with power

        from on high--afterwards, preach the Gospel of repentance and forgiveness to all

        nations, starting at Jerusalem (Luke 24:44-49)

C.  Joseph of Arimathea: 

1. He was still waiting for the kingdom (Luke 23:50-51)

III. Fulfillment of the Old and New Testament Predictions: (Acts chapters 1 and 2)
A. Last Days (Acts 2:14-21)

Peter quoted a passage from Joel (Joel  2:28-31) that predicted the pouring forth 

(or baptism) of the Holy Spirit . Christ also spoke of the promise of the Holy Spirit  

in John 14-16 and Acts 1:4-5.

The purpose of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was to: 

1. Guide the apostles--and prophets like James and Luke-- into all truth

 (John 16:12-13 ), that is, God's Word, the Bible  (John 17:17; 2 Peter 1:21)

2. To convict the world concerning sin (John 16:8; Acts 2:37) 

3. To testify of Christ's Words (John 15:26-27)  through signs, wonders and

     miracles (Mark 16:20; Acts 8:5-13; Hebrews 2:1-4)

4. Empower the apostles for the preaching of the Gospel (Luke 24:47-49;Acts1:8)

5. To make His home in us  (Acts 2:38;  1 Cor 3:16) . By this indwelling, He:

a.. Bears  witness of our adoption as sons of God (Rom. 8:15-16)

b. Bears witness of our salvation (Eph. 1:13,14)

c.  Intercedes on our behalf in prayer (Rom. 8:26)

6. To establish the church of Christ, as in Acts 2:37-42 , when the Holy Spirit

    enabled the apostles to preach the first  message of  repentance and forgiveness

    (Luke 24:47) that brought approximately 3000  Jews into  the fellowship of


  the apostles, that is, the Kingdom of God , the Church (See Col. 1:12-14)!

Note that the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit was to occur in the last days! One might 

ask: " The last days of what?"  Well, we understand that the prophecy of Joel was 

being fulfilled in Acts 2, at the Day of Pentecost. Therefore the people in Acts 2 were 

in the Last Days! Although it is true that we are in the last days regarding the coming 

of Christ,  for salvation is nearer than when we first believed (Rom. 13:11), the term 

"last days" was referring to the last days of the Jewish (or Old Testament) dispensation! 

Keep in mind, Christ came to bring a new covenant. His death took away the old in 

order to establish the new ( Matt. 26:28;  Col. 2:13-14; Heb 8:6-13;9:15-17). As we 

see here in Acts 2, the "last days "  of the Jewish dispensation had come!  It was now 

time for men to hear the gospel of repentance and forgiveness of sins as directed by 

Christ in Luke 24:46-49!  For the Spirit has been poured out on all flesh!  The promise 

of the Holy Spirit  has been fulfilled. The New Testament was now in effect! 

B. All nations (Acts 2:5,39)-- Devout men from every nation present during Pentecost

C. Jerusalem (Acts 1:8; 2:5)--  These devout men were in Jerusalem
D. Some of the apostle's will see the kingdom come (Acts 1:16f)-- Judas is dead, he

  did not see the kingdom come with power. Christ said in Mark 9:1 that  some will see
  the kingdom come with power! 

E. The Kingdom coming with power (Acts 2:1-21, 43)-- The miraculous manifestations

   of the Holy Spirit  empowering the apostles, as predicted by Christ in Acts 1:8. 

F. The kingdom entered by the New Birth (Acts 2:38)-- Remember Christ's words in

    John 3:5, "...No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water

    [baptism] and the Spirit [gift of the Holy Spirit]"

G. Peter given the keys to the kingdom (Acts 2:36-39)-- Peter delivered the first

   message of repentance and forgiveness of sins that led approximately 3,000 souls into

     the Kingdom of God! Remember,  the apostles were told to preach repentance and

     forgiveness of sins after being clothed with power from on high, starting in

    Jerusalem (Luke 24:47-49)!

H. Kingdom within you (Acts 2:37-38)-- The Kingdom is not a physical domain or
     building, but a spiritual one, made of people, that is, living stones (1 Peter 2:5-10)!

     Remember, Jesus said: "My kingdom is not of this world ..." (John 18:36)!

I. Saints inheriting the kingdom (Col. 1:9-13)-- Paul told  the Colossian church that

   they were participating in the inheritance of the saints, which is, the kingdom of

   Christ. In his other letters, Paul called the members of the churches "saints":

1. Roman church (Rom 1:7)

2. Corinthian church (2 Cor. 1:2)

3. Ephesian church (Eph. 1:1)

4. Philippian church (Phil. 1:1)

A saint (i.e., one who has been made holy or set apart ) according to the Bible, is any one who is a true 

Christian, whether dead or alive!

IV. Conclusion
The Church of Jesus Christ is the Kingdom that was to be established! An eternal 

Kingdom, not of this world, not made of bricks and stones, but made of living stones (1 

Peter 2:5), that is, God's people! Remember Christ's words in Matthew 16:18-19,  

"...upon this rock (Jesus is the rock or foundation: 1 Cor 3:11) I will build My 

church; and the gates of Hell will not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the 

Kingdom of heaven..."  Note how Christ refers to His church as the kingdom of 

Heaven! They are one of the same! 

The conclusion is this: Wherever Christ is King, wherever His servants meet, wherever 

the Law of Christ is taught and practiced, there you will find the Kingdom of Heaven, 

which is, the church of Christ!

CHALLENGE: Are you willing to be part of God's Kingdom, the church of Christ? 

YES                                              NO

"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness..."Jesus Christ, Matthew 6:33
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